Old Manor Lodge, Haltord, Shipston-on-Stour, Warwick=hire, (V36 33
{elephone: 01789740877

Apnl, 2009

Dear C/.\J‘-TSI

Another ‘round robin’ to thank everyone who hax sent cards. lelters. elepponed andéor
visited my father, Tony Deanc-Dummond. 1 hospital duning the tast three months,

He has continued to make slow progress at the rehabihtation hospital. which hie has
lound in¢redibly frustrating and difficult to comprehend. Like most of us, he lelt he was
invineible and indecd kept up the most unbelievable fitness record for someone of nearly
92 untl his stroke in Tanuary.

The physiotherapists have been working with him und attempting 1 get um to walk
agam over the lust fow weeks. Unfortunately. s balance 15 50 poor that he o unable to
maintain his posture (falling either forwards. backwards or sideways)  He also Seeps
crossing his feet over when trying to walk. He has dificulty romembering ther
instructions/advice for morce than a few minutes, They have tried um with 2 zimmer
trame bul this was even more unsuccessful which is a pity as he might at least have
recovered some Tevel of independence 11 he could have mastered the use of 13

He has become Known as the “escapologist” by the other men in hrs ward (not suronising
in view of his history!), Ile has made many attempts 10 get out of zhe end ol the bed but
ended upon the Aoor as a result. Fortunately. so fat, no broken bones but the physio-
therapist said vight at the beginning that the more mobile he got the mon at sk he would
become of falling.

We have met Lhe consultant clinical psychologist/neuropsychologist whe discussed the
C1 scan report which showed the expected bleed on the right side of the brain with
leakuge to other parts. He also commented that the brain injury on the feft si6e he
sullered in Cyprus in 1956 mcant that that part of the brain was unable tv “take over™ any
ot the now lost function on the right «ide  His “tmmediate verbal memory 15 impaircd
with loss of mentul flexibility and dyspraxia (dilficultics in the production of novel and
automatic movements) with niarkedly reduced cognitive functioniey™  All rether a lot of

~ jargon bul anyone medically inclined might be interestec!

Having said all that, he appeurs well and certainly recogmises all his old fricads and is
delighted 1o sec anyone who visits. We have been able Lo take lum outside 1o 4
wheelchair recently inthe better weather which has been a nice chanue fom te confines
of the ward.




However, we now seem to have reached the end of the road as fur as rehubilitation is
concerned. We have heen advised that he needs two prople dunng the day und two
people at might to cope wath his needs and any care package he would need at home
would be prohibitively expensjve.

Therefure, at the moment, the decision has been made to transfer him to Alveston Leys
Nursing Home, Kissing [ree [ane. Alveston, Stratford-upon-Avon. CV3I7 708
Telephonc: 01789-204391. He will go there on Monday, 20™ Apnil, 1t has hecn an
cxrremely stressful and sud conclusion to accept. As anurse, I zlways thouant { would he
able to cope but 1 have to be realistic and know that | am not getting any younger myself
(65 in 9 months time — help!). The family still bope that his slow improvement may
continue so that alternative arrangements can be made in the future, Hc has been told he
needs a long period of convalescence.

We should be very grateful sl as many people as possibie could visit i at Alvesion
Leys. We don't expect him to like it (or agy other nursing home tor that matier). [iis
room 1s small but bright (important with his poor eyesight) and the gardens aze lovely
with plenty of ramps Tor Wheelchairs. There is 4 sceond sitting roum with 4 dining table
on the lower ground floor where friends can have lunch with him if they wash (1t heeds
booking in advance). [t is quieter than the main dining room ard skould be eusier for him
to hear people talking to hith,

Again. thank you all for all your support dnd love shown to me 1a particular. I appreciate
it so much. ’
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